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Upcoming Events:

Wednesday 21 August
Staff Development Day:
Pupil free day
WEEK FIVE
19 Aug— HSC Trial Exams
20 Aug—Year 7 & 10
Academic Morning Tea
Illuminate Visual Arts & Tas
Exhibition
21 Aug—Staff Development
Day - PUPIL FREE DAY
22 Aug—Rugby Cup
22 Aug—Year 10 French
Excursion
23 Aug—Year 7 History
Excursion
Year 8 & 9 Academic Morning
Tea

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been another busy two weeks for staff
and students at Mercy. As you are aware all
Mercy staff attended part of the Australasian
Mercy Secondary Schools Association (AMSSA)
Conference last Friday.
The conference theme was Speaking the Silence
and we were inspired by the words of the numerous speakers
who were all advocates of those who are unable to speak for
themselves.
Conference keynote speakers, Sister Angela Reed RSM
(Mercy Global Action Coordinator, United Nations), Mary
McAleese (Former President of Ireland) and Phil Glendenning
AM (President, Refugee Council of Australia and Director,
Edmund Rice Foundation), challenged the conference-goers
to be the voices of those who can’t speak, and to do more
about empowering them to speak for themselves.
Mary McAleese, spoke of “the confident voice that comes
from education to interrogate the structures around
us”, urging us to be hope-filled, graced by sacred silence, to
hear the silent cry of the poor and of the earth, and to
‘crowbar’, by faith and intellect, a new space for the silenced
to speak for themselves.
A wide variety of adjunct speakers and workshops, further
reflected on the broad resonance of the Conference theme;
for developing student voice and hope in the world,
remaining attuned to advocate for the many who remain
silent and silenced in our classrooms, communities and the
world.
“It was quite, quite extraordinary ...restorative, daring, rich and

inspiring.” (Alice Priest)

WEEK SIX
27 Aug — BBSSSA Athletics
27 Aug—Year 12 Physics
Excursion
29 Aug—Year 8 RE Excursion
29 Aug—Year 7 Vaccinations
30 Aug—Year 7 Science Zoo
Excursion

SAVE THE DATE
P&F TRIVIA NIGHT
Saturday 7 September

Angela Reed RSM

Mary McAleese

Phil Glendenning AM

ASSEMBLY GUEST SPEAKERS:
We were very fortunate to have at our Assembly this week
visitors from one of the organisations we support in Vietnam:
Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation. Michael Brosowski the
Blue Dragon Founder, Vi Do (one of the streetkids rescued,
educated by Blue Dragon and now working for the
Foundation) and Kim Miller (Schools Coordinator) were our
guests.
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Message from Principal
More than 66% of Vietnam’s population lives in rural areas, where rice farming is the major
industry and whole families earn as little as $1 – $2 a day. Children growing up in extreme
poverty often have no choice but to quit school and move far from home, exposing them to
dangers such as trafficking, homelessness, sexual exploitation, drug abuse and illness.
Blue Dragon offers children and families in crisis the chance to
turn their lives around, providing practical solutions to the daily
problems that are keeping poverty alive. The work they do
includes rescue and crisis care for young people in immediate
danger, as well as providing shelter and long term support for
them to return to school.
Mercy’s annual immersion programme for senior students to
Vietnam includes time spent at the Blue Dragon Centre in Hanoi
where we have painted class rooms, worked with the children
decorating the Centre for lunar New Year and taking the kids
bowling, as well as financial support.
P&F TRIVIA NIGHT:
One of the best nights in your social calendar is fast approaching. 7 September is the P&F
Trivia Night where in the past few years we have had so much laughter and fun games. It’s a
night to join with other parents in your daughter’s Year group or create a table of your own
friends. Please see the proceeding flyer to book.
NORTHSHORE SCHOOLS EXPO:
Last weekend the Northshore Schools Expo was held at the
Concourse. This is an expo of many of the schools in the
area. Mercy had a stall here promoting all the wonderful
things we have available for girls’ education as well as
advertising our Open Morning.
Open Morning was a great success and our enrolments are
very strong. So this is a reminder to our current families if
there is a sibling that you are wanting to come to Mercy
then you need to get an application in asap. To more or
less guarantee a place at Mercy then you need to enrol
your daughter when she is in Year 4 or at the latest, at the
beginning of Term 1 of Year 5. We are now taking
enrolments for 2022.

Best wishes

Principal
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P&F News

Thank you to all the businesses that have contributed to the College
Fundraiser.
You can see what fantastic prizes have been donated to date over the next
few pages. Please support these businesses.
If you own a business or service and would like to donate a prize towards the
event please reach out to
nicole.clancy@dbb.catholic.edu.au
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Message from Director of Mission and Religious Education
AMSSA Conference and Staff Spirituality Day
Last week I was privileged to attend the 2019 AMSSA
Conference, a gathering of 150 secondary school leaders
and educators from Mercy schools all over Australasia.
This year the conference was hosted by Monte St Angelo
College in North Sydney.
The theme of the conference was ‘Speaking the Silence’
which focused on the cry of the poor, the marginalised
and the most vulnerable people in our world. Delegates
were called to take up Catherine McAuley’s challenge “A
time to be silent and a time to speak.”
The AMSSA Conference opened with a Welcome Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend
Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen. Mercy College students performed in a Combined Mercy
5 Schools Choir and Orchestra under the direction of Ms Kath McGreal. The liturgical music
was sensational, bringing to life the theme of the conference through stunning
arrangements of music that showcased the exceptional creative gifts of our students.

On Friday 9 August staff from Mercy College attended the AMSSA Conference for our
annual Staff Spirituality Day. We heard a powerful eKeynote Address by Mary McAleese,
the former President of Ireland. She spoke of the many challenges currently faced by the
Church, and urged us to be courageous followers of Jesus like Mary, Mother of God. Mary
McAleese said “We need to use our intelligence and our faith to live Christ’s mission in the
world”. She called us to be “champions of human dignity”, people who speak out and
respond to the suffering and injustices that we see in our communities and in the world.
Following in the footsteps of Catherine McAuley, the conference graced us with the
opportunity to listen for, and to speak, the urgent and perhaps even uncomfortable
silences – in our work in our schools, in our Church and in our world. It was a thoughtprovoking day that allowed us to learn more about the Mercy charism and how we can
contribute actively to the mission of the Church.
Year 7 Bake Sale at Our Lady of Dolours Church
On Sunday morning eight Year 7 students held a Bake Sale to raise money for the
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal.
The students demonstrated excellent leadership skills in the planning and organisation of
the Bake Sale, under the direction of Lily R. The delicious spread of cakes that the students
baked were impressive and were sold out quickly and raised over $450 for the Vinnies.
It was wonderful to see our Year 7 students demonstrating such a strong passion for social
justice and embracing the Mercy charism with their generosity of time and spirit. Catherine
McAuley our foundress reminds us that “the poor need our help today, not next week” and
these young women have certainly responded to this call.
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Message from Director of Mission and Religious Education
Year 7 Bake Sale at Our Lady of Dolours
Church continued …..
Below is a student reflection about the Bake
Sale.
My friends and I were thinking of ways we
could raise money for charity, have lots of
fun and also gain social justice hours towards
the Honours and Blue and Gold Award. We
came up with the idea of holding a 'Bake
Sale' after the Family Mass service on a
Sunday, with all money raised going towards
the Vinnies Winter Appeal.
We received approval from the church and
Ms Stojanovski and we advertised our Bake
Sale in the Church Bulletin. Together eight students in Year 7 made loads of homemade
cakes, muffins, biscuits and slices. On Sunday the 11 August, we braved the cold wind and
were thrilled that we made $453.50 for the Vinnies Winter Appeal.
There were many satisfied and happy customers, whom I am sure are enjoying our yummy
baked goods! We had a lot of fun and enjoyed the process of organising this event with the
end result being over and above our expectations. Thank you Ms Stojanovski for all your
help and braving the cold!
Lily R—Year 7
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Message from Director of Student Wellbeing
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS
In each Year Group the students did the activity -What it means to be a Mercy Girl. They
had to come up with around 12 words in small groups and then as a Year Group decide on
the final words, that they felt best represented their Year Group. The Images have been
put in the undercroft alongside the 2018 Mercy girl images.

We know students do not always connect the activities in the classroom to real life,
therefore, this week each Year Coordinator reminded their students about the words they
wrote and the importance of acting on the words not just looking at the words.

Common words were compassionate, supportive, accepting, inclusive, respectful, forgiving,
hard working. The Year Coordinators spoke about working together as a Year Group, being
more cohesive and in connecting this with the RISE words, we are also talking about,
Empowering each other through encouragement, not through put dow n or gossip.
Inspiring each other to persevere, celebrate the talents of others, and continue to
build positive respectful relationships. W e w ill continue to remind the students
and make them accountable for their Mercy words.
We must acknowledge the wonderful work Lily A Year 8 did in designing the final image
and the work Samantha F Year 10 did in creating an image.
Mrs G McDermott
Director of Student Wellbeing
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Mercy Girls Inspire
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award

Congratulations to Zoe C and Caitlin H
(Year 12 2018) for being awarded their Gold
Duke of Edinburgh Awards at Government
House on Tuesday 23rd July, 2019.
This is an excellent achievement, as not all
students who begin their Gold journey ever
complete it, so this is very commendable.

During Week 2, Olivia W—Year 7 was a part of the NSW
Combined High Schools Swimming team which travelled
to Melbourne to compete at the School Sport Australia
Swimming Championships.
Olivia raced in the 13yrs 50m Freestyle, winning the
event, and in the 13/14 yrs girls 50m butterfly, placing
4th. She was also swam in the NSW 13/14yrs girls
relay teams placing first in the 4 x 50m freestyle relay
and second in the 4 x 50m medley relay.
It was a wonderful opportunity to compete at the
fabulous facility - Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre
and to be a part of the strong NSW team. This was also
an extraordinary opportunity for Olivia to travel and
experience Melbourne.

Ms J. Knapinski
PDHPE
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Student News

Premier’s Lunch
Parliament House
On the 7th of August, Hannah
and I were fortunate to be given
the opportunity to attend the
NSW
Secondary
Schools
Premiers
Lunch
as
representatives
from
Mercy
College. The day started with an
introduction to the other leaders
from Chatswood High School,
Willoughby Girls High School and
Glenaeon Steiner School.
We were then invited to Premier
Gladys
Berejikilian’s
office,
where we discussed local issues,
government initiatives regarding
global
warming
and
the
challenges and rewards she
encountered as Premier. It was
an enlightening experience and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The day concluded with a tour of NSW Parliament house followed by all eight leaders sitting
in on question time, which enabled us to have an insight into the behind the scenes
processes of NSW parliament and politics. Overall it was a great experience and we are
grateful to have been able to attend.
Hannah B and Abbey J - Year 11
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Student News
YEAR 11 BUSINESS STUDIES EXCURSION
On Friday the 2nd of August, the students undertaking the Preliminary Business Studies
course visited several locations to highlight the practical application of course theory.
The first location visited was UNSW, where we were given a tour by two student ambassadors
who are undertaking Commerce degrees. During the campus tour, we were given insight into
what it was like studying a Commerce degree and we were able to view the university
grounds, lecture theatres and buildings of the university.
Next we visited IKEA Tempe, where we were given a
worksheet to fill out and needed to observe numerous
showrooms and comment on why IKEA would spend
significant amounts of money putting these spaces
together. As we continued walking through the store, we
noticed that there was no natural lighting, which aimed to
prevent customers from knowing how long they spent in
the store, with the aim of encouraging them to remain
and purchase more items.
The iconic IKEA restaurant was where we had lunch and
noticed, unlike within the store, this section had natural
lighting, which aimed to allow consumers to relax and re-energise to continue purchasing as
they venture into the market hall. The market hall was the next section of the store
containing several smaller items, before progressing into the self-service furniture area.
The IKEA visit encouraged us to think about how the operation processes and layout can
assist in maintaining low prices for consumers. This visit also made us aware of marketing
techniques used to persuade consumers to purchase the stores products. Both the operations
and marketing strategies used by IKEA aim to increase sales and profits - a common goal
among businesses.

Personally, I enjoyed analysing the store layout of
IKEA, whereby I was made aware that there is
only one upwards escalator into the store so that
consumers would need to walk through the entire
store, and be exposed to other products in order
to exit.
This manipulative technique aims to increase sales
by encouraging consumers to impulse buy items
as they walk through the different sections of the
store.
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Student News
Year 11 Business Studies Excursion continued…
Finally, we visited the Krispy Kreme store, where we planned to observe the production
process of making the donuts and quality control systems, however unfortunately the
machines were not running. Most people purchased donuts, which was interesting to
observe the lack of systems in place to deal with a large and sudden influx of customers.
Overall, the excursion provided valuable insight into the operations and marketing functions
of businesses, which will be helpful as case studies to use in the Year 12 course.
Cailin G - Year 11
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Student News
SILVER DUKE OF EDINBURGH QUALIFYING HIKE
On Tuesday the 6th of August at 10:00am, 29 Year 10 students and 3 staff members met at
Church Point Wharf to embark on Silver Duke of Ed’s Qualifying hike. We caught the 10:30
ferry from Church Point and spent the 20 minute journey eating our recess until we arrived at
Halls Wharf. We walked up the track leading from the wharf to the Pittwater Youth Hostel
where we were greeted and shown to our rooms.
We then had 20 minutes to organise our day packs (consisting of necessities such as a first aid
kit, lunch, water and a map) and had a quick ten minute meeting outlining our activities for
the day and then began our journey to our lunch destination, Willunga Lookout.
We began walking on a makeshift path that was steep and required us to hold onto and step
over rocks. After this track, we regrouped and took a 3 minute break at a small lookout, did a
soundoff to ensure that all group members were present before joining onto Towler’s Bay
firetrail. The trail was very dry and surrounded by trees, bushes and logs. The path constantly
went uphill then downhill until the trail met West Head Road.
We crossed the road and joined onto the Willunga Track which would
lead straight to Willunga Lookout. We spent the next 10-15 minutes
pushing our way through overgrown shrubs and bushes until we
reached the lookout at 12:30. We admired the view when we arrived
and noted familiar landmarks that we could see in the distance, such
as the Baha’i Temple. Willunga Lookout is the highest point in the
National Park and provided some wonderful views. We took photos,
assessed our ‘nude food’ and ate lunch for half an hour before splitting
into two groups for the afternoon activities.
Those who were kayaking were in the fast group and they walked back
along the Willunga Track and Towlers Bay Trail. The kayaking group
were given 20 minutes to change into swimmers and select
appropriate equipment such as a life jacket and paddle.
We walked down hill carrying our equipment until we arrived at the
kayaks. We split into small groups of two and three and spent 1.5
hours kayaking around Morning Bay. Amongst the cool water were
small fish schools and tiny jellyfish.
We kayaked up towards the shallow waters and mangroves where the
water was clearer. Some students decided to climb amongst the
mangroves whilst others floated on the water and relaxed in the cool
ocean breeze.
We gradually began to paddle back to Morning Bay to take back the
kayaks and walk back up to the hostel to have a shower.
Once everyone had showered and organised their rooms, we relaxed and started to make
dinner at around 5:30. Most dinners consisted of reheating pre cooked food or cooking fresh
food such as pasta or sausages. At around seven o’clock we all gathered in the common room
and Ms Dorey led a trivia/educational lesson on the environmental impacts of human waste.
The main lesson that I took away from this talk was that so many resources such as plastic are
over consumed and are unnecessary. Plastics take a long time to break down and often find
themselves not in landfill but rather in oceans and other environments, placing all flora and
fauna at risk.
I was definitely made more aware of my plastic consumption. After our lesson we went back to
our rooms or wandered around the hostel until it was time for lights out at 10:00, a rule in
which most girls did not follow.
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Student News
Silver Duke Of Edinburgh Qualifying Hike...
The following day, we woke up at 6:30, watched the
sun rise over the water and began to get ready for
the day ahead. We had our breakfast, packed our
day packs and got ourselves organised for the next
part of our journey.
At 8:20 we ensured everyone was ready, did a quick
sound off and we then embarked on our adventure
for Day 2.

We walked along the unnamed track for approximately an hour before we found ourselves
at a dead end. After a bit of confusion of what way to go next, the group leaders lead us
back up the track for 300 metres until we reached the very easy to miss pink ribbon - an
indicator of our path.
We then found the correct track to follow, which then lead us up a very steep hill for
approximately 30 minutes. After many uphill twists and turns, and many quick rest stops
along the way, we finally made it to our recess rest spot, Birnie Lookout.
The views from the lookout were incredible and definitely worth
the long, uphill hike! We took this opportunity to congratulate
everyone for their effort, take some photos and have some food
to fill us up with energy before we set off on our way back down
to our next destination.
Before leaving, we were given a few history and geography
lessons about the beautiful area from our peers.
While we headed back down, we appreciated and took some
photos of the flora and fauna around us. We walked back past
the hostel and down to the old abandoned NSW Government VIP
House.
Here, we had some time to eat lunch on the beach and regain
our energy, before we headed back up to the hostel, for our
second round of afternoon activities.
The kayakers for Day 2 set out on their journey right
away, whereas, the bush regeneration group for the
second day had some time to rest up in their rooms until
2:30pm, before beginning their journey of finding and
weeding as many Mother of Millions as possible.
Mother of Millions are a type of weed that infest
grasslands, woodlands and open dunes, and is poisonous
to stock. After 1½ hours of bush regeneration, it was
finally time to take off our dirty clothes, have our
showers and get into some comfy pyjamas.
We then did some yoga and came up with practical solutions to our environmental
impact, then cooked our dinner, before completing mapwork in the lounge area.
The mapwork was then followed by some trivia and fun board games to wind us all down
from a very busy yet fun day. At around 9:30, it was time for us to all go back to our
rooms and go to sleep, ready to get up bright and early for a sunrise walk.
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Student News
Silver Duke Of Edinburgh Qualifying Hike...
On Day 3 we woke up bright and early at 6:20am, put on some warm clothes and left the
hostel at approximately 6:30 to walk down to Woody Point to see the sun already rising. We
admired the sunrise, took photos and calmly watched the water before returning to the youth
hostel.
We had breakfast, packed our packs, swept and cleaned our rooms before being farewelled
and departing the Pittwater Youth Hostel. We had a sandcastle building competition while
waiting for the ferry.
Students were required to make sand creations of objects they believed reflected their Duke
of Ed experience. There were a lot of turtles to signify what we had learnt about plastic waste,
as well as a compass, feet and a mermaid.
The turtles were declared the winners and we walked back along the wharf to board the ferry.
We arrived back at Church Point Wharf and separated to make our own way home.
In conclusion, the Silver Duke of Ed qualifying hike was very enjoyable. We had short,
rewarding walks which led to nice views as well as participated in activities such as kayaking
and bush regeneration that few students had never done before.
The hike was less exhausting as previously but, still required our full attention and effort to
successfully complete. It was a very fun and laugh filled three days that I am sure no one will
forget.
Eloise B & Molly A
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Student News
Duke of Edinburgh- Gold Practice Hike
In the second week of the July school holidays, 10 Gold Duke of Edinburgh
participants embarked on a 4 day hike on the central coast from Yarramalong to
Wondabyne.
We assembled with very heavy packs in Yarramalong where we met our guides and
received the maps, which we would use to navigate throughout the hike. We
examined the terrain and compared the distances which we would walk each day. We
began walking along the Great North Walk and after an extremely tiring first 3 Km,
we stopped for a break, which we all needed!
After several hours of hiking, we came to a running stream of water, where we filled
up our water bottles and used purification tablets to ensure that it was safe to drink.
This was a new experience for many of us and throughout the hike, we came to
appreciate the availability of running tap water and learnt to conserve the 3L of water
to ensure we had enough for cooking, cleaning and
drinking each day.
After walking approximately 10 km, we reached the
campsite, which was a clearing in the path, without
any amenities, which meant the toilet was a bush and
the night was extremely dark and cold. Most of us
awoke with sore bodies from carrying 15-20 Kg on the
first day and sleeping on the hard ground. The cold
winter air was definitely not pleasant weather to pack
up our tents and get dressed in.
After we began hiking, we encountered a steep incline,
which required extensive amounts of energy to climb
and most of us had blisters by the time we reached
the top.
Later on we stopped at Somersby general store,
where we had lunch and learnt some navigation skills,
which we would use in the following days. After
completing the day 2 distance of hiking 18 Km, we
were glad to reach the site
where we pitched our tents and
went to bed.
On the third day we walked
along Mooney Mooney creek for
the majority of the hike with
similar terrain consisting of
uphills, downhills and some
relatively flat areas.
We stopped for a break at the
top of a water fall, although to
get there, we crossed extremely
slippery rocks where numerous
people slipped or fell.
After reaching the waterfall we
stopped to fill up our water, do some navigation skills and have a rest.
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Student News
Duke of Edinburgh- Gold Practice Hike
Continued...
We later crossed under the Mooney Mooney bridge,
which was a significant achievement and it was
encouraging to have a landmark to acknowledge
how far we had travelled. Following this, we
crossed over a rope bridge, which was fun to swing
on and we were all hoping that it would withstand
our weight!
We eventually reached our campsite, which had
proper toilets and showers, which we all took
advantage of. We watched the sunset and
celebrated
Lauren’s
birthday
by
roasting
marshmallows on the fire and creating smores.
On the final day, we woke and packed up early in order to catch an early train home. We
hiked 9 Km, encountering fallen trees and rocks along the track. At a high point, we
completed some more navigation skills, which we will be assessed on in our qualifying hike.
After several trips and falls, we made it to Wondabyne train station and were glad to return
home to our comfortable beds.
The hike was physically challenging and required a high understanding of navigational
skills, although it was an enjoyable way to spend part of the holidays. Along the way we
developed our teamwork and leadership skills and we all successfully hiked 52Km- with
heavy packs - an achievement of which we are all very proud!
Cailin G—Year 11
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P&F News

Dear Parents,

MCC 2019 Fathers’ Day Breakfast – Thursday 29 August 2019
We look forward to welcoming Fathers and their current MCC daughters to the annual
Fathers’ Day Breakfast to be held on Thursday 29 August from 7.00am til 8.30am.
This is a complimentary catered event.
To date, there are 124 Fathers and their 154 daughters attending this function. If you would
like to attend, please RSVP using the link below, before SUNDAY 25 August to ensure we
cater appropriately.
https://www.trybooking.com/BEINL

MCC 2019 Trivia Night – Saturday 7 September 2019
So far, 42 tickets have been sold to this event that promises to be a wonderful night of
and provides the chance to win fantastic prizes. Please consider purchasing tickets using
link below.
Nicole Clancy (the College’s Marketing and Promotions Officer) has done an amazing
securing a great number and variety of donations and prizes. Funds raised on this night
used to provide an even better environment for our daughters at MCC.

fun
the
job
are

https://www.trybooking.com/BCKZQ

MCC P&F Meeting
Thank you to those parents who attended the P&F meeting on Wednesday night.
very grateful to the MCC staff who also attend to keep us informed.

We are

Please feel free to call me at any time if you have any questions or would like to provide
ideas or feedback.
Phillipa Sobb
P&F President
perrysobb@gmail.com
0411 429 629
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P&F News

TRIVIA NIGHT SPONSORS: Please support these businesses
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P&F News

Child Adult and Child Pass

RRP: $40.00

$150 Gift Voucher
RRP $150.00
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Classes to the value of $95.00

RRP: $95.00

Other Activities

Getting started!
Step 1. Download Qkr! on your Android phone or iPhone Via App Store or Google Play
iPad users can download iPhone App.
Step 2: Register
Select your Country of Residence as ‘Australia’ and follow the steps to register
Step 3: Find Mercy Catholic College, Chatswood
Search for Mercy Catholic College or Chatswood
Step 4: Register your Child/ren
When first accessing your school menu; you will be prompted to register your child. This allows you to
make school payments on their behalf.
Note: The Qkr web client is available for those not wanting to complete transactions from their
mobile phone.
About the Qkr! App
Qkr is a safe, secure and reliable way to pay for school items. Qkr is provided by MasterCard so you know
the payments are secure. No information is stored on your phone. Registration details and card information
are saved securely on the MasterCard network.
For more information please click on the link below or contact Mrs Margaret Kellendonk Co-curricular
activities Administrator 9419 2890 or margaret.kellendonk@dbb.catholic.edu.au
https:// www.marcard.com.au/en-au/about-mastercard/who-we-are/qkr.html
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