Mercy Catholic College, Chatswood

Term 4 1 ssue DearParents and Carers,
4 Dece&dd&8r December
2017 The Awards Night on Tuesday and our final Mass
on Wednesday were fitting ends to what has been
In this Issue such an amazing year at Mercy College.
Page | was delighted to see the number of parents and
1. Principal 6s Mensssthagijeined their daughters for the evening
3. Religious Education and helped us <celebrate the commu
Coordinatoro6s Me ;88dhfa, on the sporting field and on the stage.
6. Director of Student Wellbeing
Message o Our special guest Mrs Prue Smith enthralled the girls when
v :\(A%l;t:agﬂémﬁfy Corandirans she gave the Occasional Address, speaking of her life
11. Resource Centre Message experiences and pursuing her dreams. Prue gave all our
12 Goeauiieler Aciviies students a clear message of never giving up when she spoke
17. P & F News of her Mercy education, working at the War Crimes Tribunal
18. Parent News in Tanzania and being an intern at the United Nations in New

Upcoming Events

TERM 1

SCHOOL RETURNS 2018

Tuesday 30 January
8.30am o 12 noon
Year 7 and Year 10

Tuesday 30 January
9.00am o 10.00am
All New Year 8 0 11 Students

Wednesday 31 January
ALL STUDENTS
YEARS 7 0 12

SAVE THE DATE

MERCY COLLEGE OPEN
DAY 2018
SUNDAY 4th MARCH
(Compulsory School Day)

for MBetyeCaThohgsoComeére

York.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL (ACYF):

If your daughter is in Year 10, or one of the lucky ones in
Years 9 and 11 who had the opportunity to attend ACYF your
house would be a buzz of chatter and snippets of music and
song that came from the Festival. It was a wonderful three

day celebration for our Catholic youth, providing our students

with the opportunity to deepen their relationship with Jesus

and share their faith with other Catholic youth.

The theme of the Festival was Opening New Horizons for
Spreading the Joy and | saw that sense of joy in my
encounters during the Festival, especially at the celebration

of Eucharist on Saturday night with 15,000 people in the
Domain. There was a great sense of hope, that our young
people will continue the Christian message.

STAFF LEAVING MCC:

We have said farewell to nine dedicated and much loved
teachers and our parish priest at the end of this term. | thank
them for their commitment to being the educators of your
daughters.

Fr Paul Finucane who after seven years as our Parish Priest
and spiritual guide is leaving to take up the role of Parish
Priest in the Kincumber parish.
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Message from Principal

Mrs Rowena Lau who has given 32 years of her life in service at Mercy . Mrs Lau has a
vast experience of everything scientific and always had a great desire for her students to
share in her passion of working out Awhy is it so0?

through the HSC and particularly the rigours of the Physics course. She is much loved
and will be greatly missed.

Mrs Karen Greenyer has been with Mercy since 2009 when she began casual teaching
before moving into the History department. Her professionalism, passion for her subject
area and the dedication she has shown to the students in her care is greatly admired and

will be missed.

Mr Sean Marshall started at Mercy in Term 3, 2011 and quickly became an integral part
of our teaching staff. His desire to ensure our students understood the difficult concepts

in Biology, his commitment to taking on the running of the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme
for a time and his sheer exuberance in joining in all the fun activities, will mean he will
be sorely missed by the students and his colleagues.

Mrs Amy Gill leaves us this year as she is going to pursue an interest she has in
teaching disadvantaged children. Mrs Gill began at Mercy in 2014, spending the last four
years being committed to giving our girls every opportunity to express themselves
through Drama. Her energy and creative ideas were seen many times over in our
Creative Arts Evenings and drama productions.

To those teachers who have only been with us on short -term contracts: Miss Brooke
Lamplough, Ms Joanne Kalyzich, Ms Salina Bussein, and Mr Krzysztof Kukielka, we wish
them well in their future endeavours.

CHRISTMAS BLESSING:

I wish all our families the peace and joy of the Christmas season and great happiness in
the New Year. | hope that you have time as a family, to celebrate the birth of Our Lord
and time to just be together enjoying each otherés

Seasons Greetings
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Message from Religious Education Coordinator

REC Report

ACYF 2017

Last week over 100 students from Years 9, 10 & 11 accompanied by 17 teachers attended

the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. The theme of the festival was opening new horizons

for spreading joy and it called on our youth to s
Christ did at her annunciation. The three day festival which culminated in the celebration

of Mass at the Domain with over 15,000 people was a powerful experience of

encountering the spirit of God amongst the youth in our Church. The Festival included

concert style plenaries, workshops, open dialogue with bishops and priests on issues

concerning our youth, and the opportunity for contemporary prayer and worship.

ACYF Drama Performance

The ACYF Drama Performance the AMary of Nowd was
own drama teacher Mrs Gill and involved 43 students from Mercy and St Pius College. The

four episodes appeared during the plenary sessions and the Closing Mass at the Domain.

The performances were sensational, bringing to life our central Christian messages of joy,

hope and love in a contemporary way that the young people of our Church could

understand and relate to.
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Message from Religious Education Coordinator

REC Report continued

Christmas Week

The spirit of Christmas and the coming of our Saviour Jesus
Christ has been alive here at the College through the
student6s involvement in Christmas Week. This is a t
students to focus on self  -giving and making visible the

presence of Christ in our school. Activities included Santa

Photos, Candy Cane Christmas messages delivered by our

Year 10 students in Tutor Group, decorating a Christmas

Spirit Window for each House Colour, the Staff vs Student Trivia Quiz and the House

Christmas Song Competition. We also enjoyed Christmas Parties and Kris Kringle gifts in our

Tutor Groups. The spirit of joy was certainly alive in our community.

Advent Mass

Our final Advent Mass was a beautiful celebration of the Eucharist to celebrate the end of the

school year and the season of Advent. This year we have been inspired by the teachings of

Jesus who said, i | am the | ight of the world.o (Jn
journey toward Christmas we eagerly wait for the light of God to come into the world and

make room for the presence of Jesus in our hearts.

At our Mass we said farewell to Fr Paul who has been our Parish Priest for the past 7 years.
During this time Fr Paul has supported our College in the faith formation of our community. He

has celebrated Masses with us, joined us on Retreats and Staff Spirituality Days. He was there

to see us celebrate our 125 ™ anniversary as a College, accompanied our students on
pilgrimage to WYD and most recently came with us to ACYF. At our most important times of
celebration, prayer or moment of need Fr Paul has been there to support our community. We

wish Fr. Paul all the best as he leave us to join the Kincumber Parish and thank him for all that

he has done for our College community.

Ms G Stojanovski
Religious Education Coordinator



